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RACING AND WAGERING WESTERN AUSTRALIA — SUPERTAB POOLING AGREEMENT 
Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [9.03 am]: The Western Australian 
Totalisator Agency Board opened its first agency in Barrack Street, Perth, in March 1961. The TAB replaced 
around 200 off-course bookmakers who operated from betting shops located around the state, and in so doing 
established a revenue stream that has underpinned the operation of the racing industry ever since. From a modest 
annual result of just $1 million in the first year, TAB turnover is now fast approaching the $2 billion mark. 
Totalisator betting in those early days was a manual exercise and it was not until 1965 that the first computers 
were introduced. TAB operations have been under constant development since then, and one of the major 
initiatives was a combined pool agreement with the Victorian TAB in 1992. The combined pool was known as 
SuperTAB, and participation in the SuperTAB provided Western Australian punters with a much improved 
wagering environment. Originally, the combined pool arrangement involved just win and place bets, but this has 
since been expanded to include other novelty bets such as trifectas. Participation in the combined pool 
arrangement is now a fundamental and critical part of Western Australian TAB operations.  

The term of the current SuperTAB agreement recently expired. On 4 August 2012, after extensive negotiations, 
Racing and Wagering Western Australia announced it had entered into a new 12-year SuperTAB pooling 
agreement with Tabcorp, with the new agreement taking effect from 16 August 2012. RWWA was also pleased 
to announce that customers will gain greater benefits with access to more SuperTAB pools through the 
combining of other bet types including quartets, quinellas, exactas and doubles. Quartet has been rebranded as 
“First 4” and combined pool operations on this bet type commenced on 22 August. So far, early results of the 
new combined First 4 pools are very promising, with solid increases in turnover reported. It is expected that 
quinella, exacta and double bets will be combined with SuperTAB by mid to late September. The new 12-year 
agreement is a fantastic outcome for the Western Australian racing industry. It provides a solid base for 
sustainable growth over the next 12 years and is set to deliver a significant revenue boost to the industry at a time 
when competitive challenges have never been greater.  
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